
GENERAL SYMPOSIUM WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 

2019 Student Parent Support Symposium 
MAY 29 – MAY 31, 2019 

 
Breakout Session I-A 

Thursday May 30, 2019 
10:45 AM – 12:00 PM 

 
PRESENTATION TITLE: Me Myself and Us : Identifying, Understanding, and Supporting Students with Dependents in Higher 
Education. 
FACILITATED BY: Mr. Tomie Lenear – University of California, Berkeley 
 
Description: Underrepresented college students include those who have entered higher education, after having children. 

Students with dependents have needs that include academic advising, but can also include access to family housing, childcare, 

food security, campus policy interpretation and student advocacy. In this presentation, Tomie Lenear, Program Coordinator for 

the Student Parent Center will introduce and elaborate on key methods of support for advisors that may have yet to serve this 

population, and/or currently aspire to address this demographic’s needs. Current UC Berkeley undergraduate student parents 

will also be in attendance, to give testimonials after the presentation, if needed. The Student Parent Center operates under the 

Centers for Educational Equity and Excellence (Ce3) at the University at California, Berkeley.  

Breakout Session I-B 

Thursday May 30, 2019 

10:45 AM – 12:00 PM 

PRESENTATION TITLE: Exemplary Support Models: Key Components for Enhancing Student Parent Success  
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Felicia Hopkins, Ms. Elaine Adams, Ms. Avveyella Bragg – Berea College 
 
Description: The purpose of this roundtable is to discuss varying support programs throughout the US as models that can be 

reproduced in other institutions of higher learning. According to the Institute for Women’s Policy Research, only around one 

quarter of single mother students graduate with a degree within 6 years of enrollment (IWPR, 2017). With specific programs in 

place to provide additional support for student parents, we suggest that more student parents will be enabled to complete 

their degree program. Roundtable panelists will discuss their expertise in working with student parent families. They will also 

discuss the programs offered by the institutions with which they are affiliated to be presented as models for replication in 

other institutions. Our roundtable discussion will stimulate audience thinking about ways in which universities may be able to 

implement such programs. 

Breakout Session I-C 
Thursday May 30, 2019 
10:45 AM – 12:00 PM 

 

PRESENTATION TITLE: New College Majority, Not-So-New Law: Leveraging Title IX Protections for Pregnant and Parenting 
Students  
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Molly Periano – The Ohio State University 
 
Description: Did you know pregnant and parenting students have rights under the law of Title IX? Many students and 

employees alike are unaware of the protections under Title IX. Participants will learn the basics of the law and guidance from 

the Office for Civil Rights and how it affects pregnant and parenting students. This session will cover factors considered when 

making academic accommodations for pregnant and parenting students and what is required of faculty and staff to support 

these students. Participants will engage in case studies about academic accommodations. The presenter will share how the 

Title IX Office at Ohio State has recently partnered with the ACCESS Collaborative for training and student accommodations. 

Attendees will discuss how they can partner with the Title IX staff on their own campus to further support the work they do 

supporting pregnant and parenting students. 



Breakout Session I-D 
Thursday May 30, 2019 
10:45 AM – 12:00 PM 

 
PRESENTATION TITLE: Student Parent Success: A 2Gen Approach 
FACILITATED BY: Mr. David Croom—Ascend at Aspen Institute 
 
Description: From traditional postsecondary to non-baccalaureate pathways, educational attainment for students who are 

parents is always changing. With students who are parents making up 22% of all college attendees, it is critical that 

organizations provide support for the student and the family, but how do institutions, nonprofits, and leaders assist this 

demographic in balancing family, school, and work? The two- generation (2Gen) approach provides opportunities for and 

meets the needs of children and their parents together and measures and accounts for outcomes for both children and 

parents. In this session, we’ll learn about the 2Gen approach and hear from champions in the 2Gen field about how they apply 

this approach to serve today’s students and their families. 

 
 

 

Breakout Session II-A 
Thursday May 30, 2019 

2:15 PM – 3:30 PM 
 

PRESENTATION TITLE: Leveraging Systems to Promote Student Parent Success: New Research on Strategies for Expanding 
Students’ Access to Child Care 
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Lindsey Reichlin-Cruse, Ms. Susana Contreras-Mendez, Ms. Tessa Holtzman – IWPR 
Ms. Ariel Sylvester – DePaul University 
Description: This session will share findings from new research on student parents; discuss the implications of college 

attainment for student parents, families, and society; and share strategies for promoting student parents’ success through 

integration of the higher and early education systems. The Institute for Women’s Policy Research will present new data on 

student parents and discuss opportunities to integrate systems to support the child care needs of low-income parents in 

college, including findings from a new study on partnerships between Head Start programs and colleges. The session will be 

contextualized with reflections from a doctoral student, the child of a student parent, whose research examines the benefits of 

child care for single mothers in college. It will conclude with a discussion of how attendees are leveraging systems to provide 

access to care for student parents. 

Breakout Session II-B 
Thursday May 30, 2019 

2:15 PM – 3:30 PM 
 

PRESENTATION TITLE: Single parent college students: Identifying needs and providing resources to increase retention and 
graduation rates. 
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Alice Washington-- The Stepping Stone Pathways  
Description: The Stepping Stone Pathways Organization was created after being a single parent student for many years myself 

and had to drop out of college, became homeless among a host of other things. This program meets parent learners where 

they are and meet them at their needs. The top three challenges that student parents mention is child care, transportation, 

and money. I can share with you how we have helped our parents meet their needs and stay in school. While we are in our 

pilot stage and receiving multiple donations and in-kind services, we are expanding rapidly in other means to help more 

parents. We would like to hear from you the audience on how you would address one of the three significant needs of the 

parent-student to help them stay in school? 

 



Breakout Session II-C 
Thursday May 30, 2019 

2:15 PM – 3:30 PM 
 
 

PRESENTATION TITLE: Shifting Paradigms and Creating Family Friendly Campuses: How Los Angeles Valley College Does It! 
FACILITATED BY:. Dr. Doug Marriot, Ms. Marni Roosevelt, and Ms. Amber Angel-- Los Angeles Valley College 
 
Description: Participants will be provided with a broad overview of how leadership across campus can cultivate a family 

friendly institution. They will hear how Los Angeles Valley College started a Family Resource Center, created satellites across 

campus, and expanded services to other vulnerable populations including Workforce Training participants and food and 

housing insecure students. They will learn the larger implications for student and family success, why it’s good for colleges, 

including strategies and tools for replication. 

 
 

Breakout Session II-D 

Thursday May 30, 2019 

2:15 PM – 3:30 PM 

PRESENTATION TITLE: Community College Programs that Support Single Mothers’ Career Readiness and Success 
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Sandy Goodman -- National College Transition Network           
                                   
Description: Single mothers are a growing segment of the community college student population, yet there is limited 

information available about the effective practices and program models that support their success along their college and 

career pathway. The National College Transition Network (NCTN) launched the Single Mothers’ Career Readiness and Success 

Project to identify and document community college services and strategies that support single mother students. In this 

session we’ll present what we’ve learned over the past year and discuss the trends and gaps in services we’ve identified and 

our recommendations for educators, funders, and policymakers. 

 

Breakout Session III-A 
Thursday May 30, 2019 

3:45 PM – 5:00 PM 
PRESENTATION TITLE: Raising the Barr on Student Parent Success: A Comprehensive Research Evaluation of the University of 
Minnesota, Student Parent HELP Center 
FACILITATED: Ms. Susan Warfield, Ms. Stephanie Sandler & Ms. Lori Barr --University of Minnesota 
 
Description:  The Student Parent HELP Center (SPHC) and the Raise the Barr (RTB) charitable fund have entered into a unique 

collaboration, engaging in one of the most comprehensive analysis of student parent programming and its impact on student 

success to date. Utilizing a wide range of data from one of the largest, longest standing and broadest scope, student parent 

programs in the country, this project will analyze overall student outcomes as well as drilling down into which of the many 

programs offered by the SPHC have had the greatest impact on retention and graduation. Though at the time of this 

presentation, the project will only be at its mid-way point, we will be able to report on: the development of this private 

sector/public education collaboration, methodology and design of project, composition of research team, costs of project, 

types of data collected, span of programming studied. Though project will run through October of 2019, we anticipate having 

preliminary findings to report on. 

 

 



Breakout Session III-B 
Thursday May 30, 2019 

3:45 PM – 5:00 PM 
 

PRESENTATION TITLE: Is Your Campus Family Friendly? A Conversation About Implementing and Revising the Family Friendly 
Campus Toolkit: Using Data to Improve Outcomes                                                    
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Joan Karp -- PERG at Endicott College 
 
Description: Whether you have utilized the Family Friendly Campus Toolkit, are familiar with it, or want to learn what it is all 

about, the developers want to hear what would be most useful to you in a revised version. The session will provide an 

overview of the Toolkit-- its guidance on building and organizing advocates, unique tools to assist in data collection, and help 

with designing an action plan. A participant who has utilized the Toolkit on her campus will talk about outcomes, and others 

can share a highlight of their experience with it. The session will then be open for discussion of possible new features or 

revisions of existing features along with how to best advocate for more supports and services for parenting students on 

campus. 

Breakout Session III-C 

Thursday May 30, 2019 

3:45 PM – 5:00 PM 

PRESENTATION TITLE: The true cost of Mattering; Invisible barriers to persistence for Latinx student mothers. 
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Carolyn Peguero Spencer -- Fordham University                             
 
Description: This paper examines how “mattering” impacts degree completion for single Latinx mother students in community 

college. Given high rates of poverty among this population, college completion is significant as one of the best pathways out of 

poverty. Mattering is a psychological construct in which an individual feels like they are important to someone else (Marshall, 

2011). Mattering is an essential part of one’s sense of self which also influences one’s relationship with society (Dixon Rayle, 

2005). Yet mattering is absent for single Latinx mothers within community colleges. The critical recognition of this construct 

can help in preventing degree completion which is a contributing factor to a loss in earning power. This paper examines how a 

focus on mattering can shape educational policies to improve educational outcomes among this population. 

Breakout Session III-D 
Thursday May 19, 2016 

3:45 PM – 5:00 PM 
 

PRESENTATION TITLE: Breaking Barriers: Holistic Case Management Strategies for Student Parents Attending College  
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Denise Critchelow & Ms. Christina Powers --Gateway Community and Technical College 
 
Description: The Ready to Work (RTW) Program at Gateway Community and Technical College is a grant-funded initiative 
promoting the success of TANF student parents through a variety of comprehensive case management strategies designed to 
increase retention and college credentials. The primary focus of the presentation will cover academic and non-academic case 
management strategies and implementing a network of supportive services pivotal to student retention and overall success for 
RTW’s at-risk, low-income student population. In serving over 900 students since 2001, the Ready to Work model has proven 
to be an effective support system for student parents and a pipeline increasing access to education. Open discussion is 
encouraged.  
 

 

 

 
 
 



Breakout Session IV-A 
Friday May 31, 2019 
9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 

 
PRESENTATION TITLE: In Their Shoes: Real Life Barriers and Strategies We Need to Use So They Can Break Away.  
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Robyn Moreland, Ms. Terri Jo Dionne & Ms. Rose Penman --Eastern Kentucky University 
 
Description: Using real life case studies to identify the barriers to education student parent’s face, participants will uncover the 

stumbling blocks and help re write the stories. We will use the strategies of success for at risk students as identified in the 

“Breakaway Learners” authored by Karen Gross. Participants will then be lead on identifying their programs policies, 

procedures and culture that pose barriers to student success and ways we can make changes in our own department to help 

students break away.  

Breakout Session IV-B 
Friday May 31, 2019 
9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 

  
PRESENTATION TITLE: Apprenticeships: Why are We Not Doing This?   
FACILITATED BY: Mr. Chris Goodman-- Family Scholar House of Louisville 
 
Description: In 2018, the National Skills Coalition found that there were 5.9 million job vacancies and 6.6 million unemployed 

individuals in the United States. The reason for these unfilled jobs is known as the “Skills Gap”. Many of these jobs, 10,000 per 

day are due to retirements of aging skilled workers. As the “baby boomers” retire, they take years of training and skills with 

them, leaving a large gap. If nothing is done to fill this gap, 32% of billion dollar manufacturers estimate they will net a loss of 

over $100 million over the next five years. In the next five years, 74% of firms predict a shortage of skilled workers across all 

industries and 31 million positions will be left open by 2020. These skilled jobs are in high demand, offer higher than average 

pay, and offer the opportunity for nationally-recognized credentials. In 2018, the average new apprentice earned $13.67 and 

hour, and once training was complete that average wage nearly doubled In short, something has to be done to not only fill 

these position, but more importantly train the future workforce. 

Breakout Session IV-C 
Friday May 31, 2019 
9:30 AM – 10:45 AM 

 
PRESENTATION TITLE: How UCLA is Utilizing the Family Friendly Campus Toolkit to Perform Inquiry and Identify Key Sources 
of Existing Institutional Data about our Student Parents 
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Jean Libby & Ms. Valerie Shepard -UCLA Students with Dependents Program 
 
Description: As the Program Evaluation & Research Group (PERG) at Endicott College has found, “there is no requirement to 

identify or collect institutional data on student parents, and colleges rarely do” (Karp, Osche, & Smith, 2016). In a spirit of 

inquiry, using PERG’s Family Friendly Campus Toolkit as a guide, the presenters organized the Students with Dependents Task 

Force at UCLA in 2018-19. In this interactive concurrent session, attendees will learn about existing institutional data we were 

able to find through this effort, the key campus partnerships that made it possible, and the successes and challenges we 

experienced as we adapted the Toolkit. Participants will then learn from each other about promising practices at all our 

campuses, connecting with a network of partners and creating an action plan as we all continue this work after the conference. 

 

 

 



Breakout Session V-A 
Friday May 31, 2016 

11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
 

PRESENTATION TITLE: "I Am" Affirmations (Empowering Resilience in the Home) 
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Jaydee Graham--  Family Scholar House of Louisville 
Description: In most single parent homes, there is a complex and strong base within the home of insecurities, shame, fear, and 

inability to see one's own worth due to experiences, trauma, and in some cases abuse. The inability to see one's worth, choose 

love and grace for their own lives, or identify with their own truths and journey can diminish the success and emotional 

security of the home. When one is not emotionally stable, mentally stable, or in cases that they do not have a safe place to 

express hardships, loss, grief, brokenness or stress...there is a higher elevation of collective stress and negative coping 

mechanisms utilized in the home. When one is able to love themselves, invest in themselves, journey through their own story 

and own it authentically, beauty happens, and resilience can intercede where trauma seems to overwhelm. In many cases, our 

single parent families do not feel they are worthy or capable of success because society, peers, or family have told them they 

“will not, cannot, and won't ever be anything.” 

Breakout Session V-B 

Friday May 31, 2016 

11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 

 
PRESENTATION TITLE: Mobilizing Strategies for Student Parent Success  
FACILITATED BY: Ms. Maggie Snyder-- ECMC Foundation 
Description: Representatives from Omidyar Network and ECMC Foundation (ECMCF) will share their unique strategies for 

supporting student parents and guide discussions, along with two student parents, on improving college success for parents. 

Following the introduction led by Omidyar and ECMCF, participants will break up into four groups for interactive, facilitated 

round table discussions. Each table will have a designated discussion topic and participants will have an option to move 

between tables that meet their interests. The table topics include student supports on campus for single moms; peer-to-peer 

social capital building; data collection; and story-telling/fundraising. To conclude, each table will share out the major findings. 

The goal of the session is to introduce two grantmaking strategies in support of student parents and provide an opportunity to 

solution build across organizations, sectors, and roles. 

Breakout Session V-C 
Friday May 31, 2016 

11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 
 

Presentation Title: Creating Support Systems to Reduce Infant Mortality and Improve Educational Outcomes 
Facilitated by: Ms. Tanikka Price-- CelebrateOne/City of Columbus 
 
Description: Support systems are essential for young mothers who are pregnant and newly parenting. Obstacles are stacked 

against many of these women as they try to pursue and complete their higher education goals. New research, including the 

ACE study shows the impact of childhood adverse experiences on future outcomes and may help to explain why those who are 

already in vulnerable positions experience unplanned pregnancies. Creating a support system during pregnancy and after baby 

is born is essential to both securing the health of the baby as well as assisting the mother in accomplishing her educational 

goals. Using personal experience as a pregnant mother in college, as well as 20 years of research begun with her Thesis, 

"Moving Beyond Invisibility: America's Perceptions of Young, Single, Black Motherhood," Tanikka Price will empower both 

Mothers and providers to create support systems that will ensure success and lighten the stress and allostatic load of pregnant 

and newly parenting moms. 


